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PERITONECTOMY SURGERY — PAMELA BARRY 

115. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the case of Mrs Pamela Barry, who was told she must have an operation in two months and now says 
she has waited for two years—one of many patients waiting to travel to Sydney for life-saving peritonectomy 
surgery.  

(1) Why, when we have hospitals and doctors willing and able to perform this operation procedure in their 
theatres, has the minister only allowed Fremantle Hospital to perform them? 

(2) Why has the minister not allowed Joondalup hospital to perform these procedures when the only doctor 
able to conduct them works out of that hospital?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(2) I have to say that I would have appreciated some notice of the particular patient; I guess I could not 
have commented on that patient anyway. But this is a fairly complex issue. It is not just a matter of one 
hospital being able to do this procedure; there is actually only one doctor who is able to do that 
procedure in this state. It is a very complex and very difficult procedure. 

Mr R.H. Cook: One doctor and two hospitals.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: That doctor was doing those procedures at Fremantle Hospital before. It needed considerable 
additional funding because it is not just the doctor—it is the support structure that goes behind that doctor in the 
theatre to enable that operation to be undertaken. That was put in place in the past, and then the proposal was put 
to me that we move it to Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. So we went through the process of working out the cost 
basis for having it instead at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. Then it was put to me that it should be at Joondalup 
because the doctor had moved to Joondalup. We have had considerable discussions about that—doing it out at 
Joondalup—and now the proposal is back to Fremantle. I have to say that it has been a very confusing exercise, 
and now I gather there are issues with the doctor himself regarding time and ability for him to do that procedure. 
It is not a simple matter. I think it is not something that this house needs to spend a lot of time debating. We have 
particular issues around a particular procedure. This is not through a lack of government trying to assist. This is 
due to the complexity of the procedure, the availability of the single doctor who is able to do it and trying to get 
all those things together. I would be happy to have a briefing provided to the member if he wishes to have one.  
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